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Amendments to the aaims: 
1-4. (Canceled) 

5. (Currently amended) A process for the preparation of a compound of formula (IV) or 



where R represents H or a suitable carbo xvlic acid protectinji iicoup 
comprising the reaction: 

(i) where R is H, enzymatic hydrolysis of a compound of formula (T) or (lA), as - d e fi a ed 
i n Cloim 1, w here R is a carboxylic acid protecting group; or 

(ii) where R is a caiboxylic acid protecting group, enzymatic esterification of a 
compound of formula CO or (lA) where R is H; or 

(iii) chromatographic resolution of the isomers of a compound of formula 0) or (lA); or 

(iv) where R is a carboxylic acid protecting Sfoup, by enzymatic hydrolysis of a 
compoimd of formula (T) or OCA) where R is a carboxylic acid protecting group, 
followed by re-esterification; or 



OVA) 




ROiC ^ RO,C 



fix)m a compound of formuta CO or (lAt 




'g^ f+M (i) ^^iP 
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(v) where R is a carboxylic acid protecting group, by removal of the undesired 
stereoisomer of a compound of formula 00 or (lA) where R is a carboxylic acid 
protecting group by enzymatic hydrolysis. 

6. (Previously presented) The process according to Claim 5 (i) or (iv) where the enzymatic 
hydrolysis is effected by Novozyme 435, 

7, (Currently amended) The process of converting a compound of formula (1) or(IA) I 




wherein R represents H or a carboxylic acid protecting gfOMp, 
to a compound of formula (XD) 

CO^H ^ 

which comprises, as an intennediate step, the process according to Claim 5; 
followed by the steps; ' 

(a) nitromethane is added to it compound of Ibtmula (IV) 

bv a Michael addition reac^on with a suitable base to give a compound of formula (78V. 
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(h") the compound of fontiula (78^ is hvdfoLvzed with a suitabl e base to give a 
comDound of fornmla (79) 



N02 




tO;H (79) 



(g) the compoimd of formula (79) is reduced bv hvdrogenation. 
8. (New) The process ofcoaveiting a compound of fonnula(lA) 



^^^^ (+/-) (lA) 



wherein R represents H or a carboxylic acid protecting groups 
to a compoimd of formula (Xtt) 



NH2 



(xn) 

which comprises, as an intermediate step, the process according to Claim 5; 
followed by the steps: 

(a) nitromethanc is added to a compound of fonnula (IVA) 




(IVA) 

by a Michael addition reaction with a suitable base to give a compound of formula (74) 



us Response to 2Ad OAdoc 

PAGE Sf9«RCVDAT8mM4:1S:39PM [Eastern Daylight Time]'SVR:USPTO{FXR^^^ 



BEST AVAILABie COPY 

Aug-10^005 04:23pn Fron- PATENT PFIZER ANN ARBOR Ml 7346222928 T-514 P. 006/009 F-0 

10/677,836 -5- PC25386A 

o 



\o2R (74); 

(b) the compound of fonnula (74) is reduced by catalytic hydrogenation in a suitable 
solvent. 
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